Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this letter finds you well-rested and excited for the new academic year ahead. The governors, staff and I would like to extend a very warm welcome back to our returning families and a special welcome to our new Reception and Nursery pupils and their families joining our wonderful school community.


New Staff Welcome
I am delighted to introduce two new members of our teaching team, Miss Iqra Ali, Reception Class Teacher and Miss Chloe Lovett, Year 6 Class Teacher.

Both teachers bring with them a wealth of experience, enthusiasm, expertise, and a commitment to our school's Christian values, ethos and educational excellence. We hope that they will be very happy and become valued members of our Hampden Gurney family. 

Gratitude for Your Partnership
As we begin this new school year, I wish to reiterate our heartfelt gratitude for your ongoing support and commitment to the work that we do and your child's education and development. Our special thanks to our dedicated PTA members, whose tireless efforts to enrich our pupils learning experiences and opportunities.

This term we are delighted that work refurbishing the library has started.  This is only possible because of the funds raised by the PTA.  We look forward to updating you as the project progresses.


An Exciting Year Ahead
This year promises another year of ambitious initiatives, creative and innovative projects, renew school priorities for development and a wealth of opportunities designed to inspire learning and broaden our pupils' horizons.


Up-coming Term Events
Hampden Gurney School events

[bookmark: _GoBack]Year 5 and 6 Secondary Transfer Meeting                    19th September 2.30pm 

3rd October
Year 6 secondary transfer consultations with Mrs Chua          
Both meetings to support parents and carers through the secondary transfer process

7th – 11th September
Class Introductory Briefings                                                
Meeting with new classteachers to discuss share expectations, curriculum and homework

5th November 10am -12pm
Open Morning for Prospective Parents
Showcasing and touring prospective parents round school                            

15th October from 2.30-7pm
Parents' Evening                                                 
Celebrating pupils’ progress and discussing next steps

17 October 9.15 - 10.15am in school hall
PTA AGM                                                                          

from 5th October onwards 
Harvest Festival Tradition of thanksgiving and community service

date to be confirmed
Years 5 and 6 Visit to the Lord Mayor's Parlour                      
A unique civic learning experience

On-going initiative 
Global Partnerships and Initiatives                                        
Our commitment to developing global citizenship, international cultural and immersive learning and experiences.

24th- 28th November 
Hosting 40 students from Beijing in Yr 6                              
Cultural exchange and learning

September – October 2025
Online educational collaboration with India                           

Installed – up and running
Major IT equipment upgrade and infrastructure
Thanks to generous funding NCIL from Westminster, we are thrilled to announce significant technology enhancements across the school:
· New interactive boards in every classroom
· All-in-one computers in our ICT suite
· Windows 11 KS2 student laptops
· Updated staff PCs and laptops
· KS1 Samsung tablets for enhanced learning
These improvements will further support our pupils' digital literacy and prepare them for future learning.


Additional Highlights

Christmas Concerts
16th Dec -2.00pm KS 1 Nativity Play
17th Dec – 2.00pm KS 2 Nativity play 

19th Dec 9.30am
Christmas Mass at the Annunciation                           
Celebrating the season through worship, music and drama

Trips and dates tbc
Class Enrichment Trips
Enriching and bringing learning to life through real-world experiences


Moving Forward Together
As we embark onto this exciting academic year, our focus remains on providing the highest quality education within our nurturing Christian environment. Our commitment to academic excellence, spiritual development, and preparing pupils for their next steps continues to drive everything we do.


Thank you for entrusting us with your children's education. Together, we will ensure this year is filled with discovery, growth, and achievement for every pupil.


I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events and to another successful year of partnership in your child's educational journey.


With warm regards and best wishes,
 
[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]Evelyn Chua, MMus, NPQEL
Headteacher 


‘Ask, and it will be given you.  Seek, and you will find.  Knock, and it will be opened for you.’ – Matthew 7:7
