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[bookmark: _Toc213858564]1. Aims	
This policy aims to ensure:
· That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them a secure foundation for learning, development and good progress through school and life.
· Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind.
· A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers.
· Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice.
[bookmark: _Toc213858565]2. Legislation
This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), effective from 1 September 2025
[bookmark: _Toc213858566]3. Introduction
At Hampden Gurney C.E. Primary School, we provide a safe, nurturing, and stimulating environment where every child can thrive and reach their full potential. Our curriculum inspires a love of learning, encourages curiosity, and promotes equality, while fostering a deep understanding that we are all equal and made in the image of God. We value strong relationships within our school community and beyond, driving us to care for and serve others. We aim to offer the highest quality care and education, creating a safe and engaging environment that fosters confidence, independence, and a lifelong love of learning. With close partnerships between parents and staff, we ensure each child’s needs are met, supporting them to make meaningful progress. As a one-form entry school, we offer a nurturing environment in both our Reception and Nursery classes, ensuring all children receive the individual attention they need.
4. Curriculum
At Hampden Gurney CofE Primary School, we use a hybrid pedagogy in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), balancing direct teaching with play-based, child-led activities. This approach supports children’s holistic development, combining structured teaching with freely chosen, instructive play to improve academic and social outcomes.
Our curriculum integrates children’s interests, developmental stages, and Early Learning Goals (ELGs) to meet individual needs, including those with SEND. With a strong focus on maths, phonics, and collaboration with parents, we foster an inclusive, stimulating environment where children can explore, learn, and grow.
4.1Teaching and Learning Strategies
1. Child-Centred Learning: Encouraging self-direction by integrating children’s interests and promoting independence.
2. Play-Based Learning: Extending learning through play, posing challenges, and encouraging deeper thinking.
3. Structured Teaching Sessions: Delivering focused lessons in key areas such as phonics, maths, and literacy to build essential skills and provide a foundation for further learning.
4. High-Quality Interactions: Promoting active participation and communication with open-ended questions and feedback.
5. Thematic Curriculum: Integrating interdisciplinary learning to develop key skills and foster creativity.
6. Outdoor Learning: Supporting well-being, motor skills, and environmental awareness through daily outdoor activities.
7. Observation and Assessment: Using assessments to track progress and personalise support.
4.2 Balanced Approach
Hybrid pedagogy balances adult-led instruction with child-led play, fostering creativity, problem-solving, and essential skills. By combining adult-initiated and child-led activities with scaffolded objectives, we ensure children develop the confidence and abilities needed for lifelong learning.
[bookmark: _Toc187149550][bookmark: _Toc213858048][bookmark: _Toc213858567]4.3 The Four Principles of EYFS
We follow the four guiding principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) to ensure that every child receives the highest standard of care and education:
· Unique Child: Every child is seen as a unique individual, capable of achieving their full potential. We support their development with tailored planning that recognises their unique characteristics and needs, fostering confidence, resilience, and self-esteem.
· Positive Relationships: Strong relationships with adults and peers help children develop independence. Through a safe, nurturing environment and the key person system, each child has a trusted adult who understands and supports their emotional needs.
· Enabling Environments: Our environment is designed to inspire curiosity and creativity, providing rich experiences and effective resources. Both indoor and outdoor spaces are stimulating and safe, supporting children’s exploration and development.
· Learning and Development: We recognise that children develop in different ways and at different rates. All areas of learning and development are equally important and interconnected, ensuring a holistic approach to each child's growth.
4.4 We carefully plan activities that support children’s growth across the seven areas of learning and development:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Physical Development
· Communication and Language
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Arts and Design
[bookmark: _Toc187149551][bookmark: _Toc213858049][bookmark: _Toc213858568]4.5 The Characteristics of Effective Learning
Alongside the seven areas of learning, we also promote the Characteristics of Effective Learning, which focus on how children engage with and approach their learning. These characteristics underpin everything we do at Hampden Gurney:
1. Playing and Exploring
Children are encouraged to investigate and experience things firsthand. We provide a variety of play-based activities that allow children to explore new concepts, try new things, and take risks.
2. Active Learning
This characteristic emphasises the importance of children being motivated and involved in their learning. We foster a learning environment where children can concentrate, persist with tasks, and demonstrate confidence in their abilities.
3. Creating and Thinking Critically
Children are supported to think critically, develop their own ideas, and solve problems. Through discussion, reflection, and problem-solving activities, children can make connections between ideas and explore creative solutions.
[bookmark: _Toc187149554][bookmark: _Toc213858050][bookmark: _Toc213858569]4.6 Planning
[bookmark: _Toc184131268][bookmark: _Toc184131411][bookmark: _Toc184131914][bookmark: _Toc187149555][bookmark: _Toc213858051][bookmark: _Toc213858570]We believe that effective planning is essential to supporting children’s learning and development. Our planning process is informed by:
· Children’s interests: We observe and listen to children, using their interests as a starting point for planning activities that engage and challenge them.
· The environment: We provide a well-organized, stimulating environment that encourages exploration and independent learning.
· The ELGs and Development Matters: We ensure our planning reflects the developmental stages of children, taking into account the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) and the Development Matters guidance.
[bookmark: _Toc187149556]We use theme-based planning, where each theme is designed to build on children’s prior knowledge and experiences. Each term, we choose a theme that captures children’s curiosity and provides opportunities for deep, cross-curricular learning. This approach ensures that our curriculum is broad and engaging while also providing enough flexibility to address individual needs and interests.
[bookmark: _Toc213858052][bookmark: _Toc213858571]4.7 Role of play
At Hampden Gurney CofE Primary School, play is central to children’s learning and development in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). We recognise play as a natural way for children to explore, experiment, and make sense of the world, supporting their cognitive, physical, social, and emotional growth.
Key aspects of play include:
· Child-Initiated Play: Children lead their own play, fostering independence and creativity.
· Adult-Led Play: Teachers guide activities to support specific learning outcomes.
· Continuous Provision: Resources and activities are available throughout the day, allowing children to revisit learning and develop independence.
· Enhanced Provision: Additional resources or adult support deepen children’s learning and offer new challenges.
[bookmark: _Toc213858572][bookmark: _Toc187149552]5.Assessment 
Assessment is a fundamental part of our practice, enabling us to support each child’s unique learning journey effectively. At Hampden Gurney, we use a variety of assessment methods to understand, track, and enhance children’s progress. These practices are designed to align with the EYFS framework and provide a comprehensive picture of each child’s development.
5.1 NFER Baseline Assessment
The Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is a short, task-based assessment carried out within the first six weeks of children starting Reception. It focuses on establishing children’s starting points in:
· Language, Communication, and Literacy
· Mathematics
The RBA is not intended to label or track individual children. Instead, it gathers valuable data to measure progress at the school level, which will be reported nationally in the summer of 2028. Teachers receive narrative statements from the RBA, providing insights to inform their teaching practices during the early weeks of the school year.
5.2 Ongoing Assessment and Daily Observations
Ongoing assessment at Hampden Gurney is a continuous process involving the observation of children’s engagement in activities throughout the day. This allows us to track progress across the seven areas of learning and development, identify where additional support or challenges may be needed, adapt teaching methods and resources to meet individual needs, and ensure that activities are engaging, purposeful, and developmentally appropriate. Observations are recorded using the Tapestry system, which helps document progress, share updates with parents, and maintain a comprehensive record of each child’s development.

5.3 Summative/Termly Assessments
Each term, teachers summarise children’s progress based on evidence from observations, interactions, and completed activities. These assessments help review each child’s development against age-related expectations, highlight strengths and areas needing further support, inform planning and teaching for the next term, and foster collaborative discussions with parents about their child’s progress and next steps.

5.4 EYFSP (Early Years Foundation Stage Profile)
At the end of the Reception year, children’s progress is formally assessed using the EYFS Profile. This comprehensive assessment evaluates their development against the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) across the seven areas of learning and development. The EYFSP:
· Provides a final summary of children’s achievements at the end of the EYFS.
· Identifies whether children are meeting expected levels or require additional support.
· Informs the transition to Year 1
[bookmark: _Toc187149553][bookmark: _Toc213858054][bookmark: _Toc213858573]5.5 Early Learning Goals (ELGs)
The Early Learning Goals set out the expectations for children’s development by the end of the Reception year. These goals are grouped into the seven areas of learning:
· Communication and Language:
· Listening, Attention, and Understanding
· Speaking
· Physical Development:
· Gross Motor Skills
· Fine Motor Skills
· Personal, Social, and Emotional Development:
· Self-Regulation
· Managing Self
· Building Relationships
· Literacy:
· Comprehension
· Word Reading
· Writing
· Mathematics:
· Number
· Numerical Patterns
· Understanding the World:
· Past and Present
· People, Culture, and Communities
· The Natural World
· Expressive Arts and Design:
· Creating with Materials
· Being Imaginative and Expressive
[bookmark: _Toc187149557][bookmark: _Toc213858574][bookmark: _Toc184131271][bookmark: _Toc184131414][bookmark: _Toc184131917]6.Safeguarding at Hampden Gurney C.E. Primary School
[bookmark: _Toc187149558][bookmark: _Toc213858056][bookmark: _Toc213858575]At Hampden Gurney C.E. Primary School, ensuring the safety and well-being of all children is our top priority. We follow the guidelines in Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) and the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework to create a secure, supportive environment for children to learn and thrive.

6.1 Staff training
All staff are trained in safeguarding procedures in line with the most recent EYFS statutory framework and Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) guidance.
We ensure that all staff feel supported and confident in implementing our safeguarding policy and procedures.
Training is renewed annually, or more frequently if needed to maintain skills, respond to changes in safeguarding requirements, or address any safeguarding concerns. We also keep up to date with any changes to our safeguarding procedures.
Role of the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):
Our DSL:
· Provides ongoing support, advice, and guidance to all staff.
· Attend training that meets the criteria set out in the most recent EYFS framework.
· Liaise, as necessary, with local statutory children’s services and our local safeguarding partners.
6.2 Safer recruitment
When recruiting staff, we will follow the procedures set out in the latest EYFS framework guidance on checking the suitability of new recruits, including: 
· Obtaining a reference for any member of staff (including students and volunteers) before they are recruited
· Recording information about staff qualifications and identity checks, vetting processes and references
See our safeguarding policy for details of our safer recruitment procedures. 

6.3 Staffing ratios
We make sure that the appropriate statutory staff:child ratios are maintained in our setting to meet the needs of all children and ensure their safety:
Nursery class: 
· At least 1 member of staff for every 13 children 
· At least 1 member of staff is a school teacher as defined by section 122 of the Education Act 2002 
· At least 1 other member of staff holds an approved level 3 qualification
Reception class: We comply with infant class size legislation and have at least 1 teacher per 30 pupils
6.4 Whistleblowing 
Hampden Gurney CE Primary School has a clear and principled Whistle Blowing Policy designed to foster a culture of transparency, integrity, and accountability. The policy ensures that staff, governors, parents, and members of the school community can raise concerns confidentially and without fear of reprisal.
The whistle blowing framework applies to concerns such as:
· Misuse of school funds or assets
· Fraud, deceit, or criminal activity
· Abuse of position or authority
· Manipulation of financial records
· Decision-making for personal gain
· Any behaviour that compromises the safety or integrity of the school
[bookmark: _Toc213858057][bookmark: _Toc213858576][bookmark: _Toc213858058][bookmark: _Toc213858577]How Concerns Are Raise
The school encourages individuals to raise concerns internally first, ideally with senior staff or governors who can investigate and resolve the issue. This approach allows the school to address problems swiftly and responsibly. If internal resolution isn’t possible or appropriate, the policy outlines how concerns can be escalated externally, including to the Local Authority or other relevant bodies.
[bookmark: _Toc213858059][bookmark: _Toc213858578]Protection for Whistleblowers
Hampden Gurney’s policy aligns with the Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998, which protects whistleblowers from victimisation or dismissal. The school is committed to:
· Maintaining confidentiality
· Investigating concerns thoroughly
· Ensuring no detriment to the person raising the issue
· Creating a climate of trust and openness
The following information is on display in the staffroom: 
NSPCC Whistleblowing Advice Line:
· Phone: 0800 028 0285
· Email: help@nspcc.co.uk
6.5 Malicious or vexatious allegations
If an allegation is made in good faith, but investigation finds no wrongdoing, there will be no disciplinary action against the member of staff who raised the concern.
If, however, an allegation is shown to be deliberately invented or malicious, we will consider whether any disciplinary action is appropriate against the person making the allegation.

6.6 Paediatric first aid (PFA)
We have at least 1 person with a current paediatric first aid (PFA) certificate on the premises and available at all times when children are present, including on outings. This PFA certificate is renewed every 3 years as required.

6.7 Absence
We’re required to promptly follow up on absences.
If a child is absent for a prolonged time or if their parents/carers haven’t told us about the absence, we will attempt to contact the parents/carers and alternative emergency contacts.
See our attendance policy for more on this, including our expectations of parents/carers to report child absences.

6.8 Oral health and tooth brushing
We promote good oral health, as well as overall health, in the early years by:
Talking to children about:
· The effects of eating too many sweet things.
· The importance of brushing their teeth.
· Delivering Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) lessons focused on health and oral hygiene.
· Organising visits from a dental hygienist to demonstrate proper tooth care.
· Arranging sessions with NHS oral health nurses to provide guidance and resources for families.

6.9 Safer eating
While children are eating, there will always be at least 1 member of staff in the room with a valid Paediatric First Aid certificate (from a course consistent with the criteria set out in Annex A of the latest EYFS framework). All children will be within sight and hearing of a member of staff while eating, and seated safely in an appropriate chair or highchair and, where possible, in a designated eating space.
Before a child joins our setting, we will get information on their:
•	Dietary requirements and preferences
•	Food allergies and intolerances
•	Health requirements
We will share this information with all staff involved in food preparation and handling. At each mealtime and snack time it will be clear which staff member is responsible for checking that the food meets all the requirements for each child.
We will make sure that all staff are aware of the symptoms and treatments for allergies and anaphylaxis; the differences between allergies and intolerances; and that children can develop allergies at any time, especially during the introduction of solid foods.
We will consult with parents/carers to:
· Create allergy action plans for their child – with the help of health professionals, where appropriate
· We will also keep this information up to date and share it with all staff
We will prepare food in a way that:
· Prevents choking
· Meets each child’s individual developmental needs
· Is in line with the DfE’s Early Years Foundation Stage nutrition guidance
In the event of a choking incident that requires intervention, we will record details of the incident and make the child’s parents/carers aware. We will periodically review the records to identify whether we can change anything in our practice to make eating safer, and then take action as appropriate.

6.10 Accident or injury
We keep a first aid box (which contains appropriate items for children) always accessible. 
We keep a written record of accident or injuries and any first aid treatment. 
We will inform parents or carers the same day as, or as soon as reasonably practicable after, of any:
· Accident or injury sustained by the child
· First aid treatment given 
We will notify the relevant authority of any serious accident, illness, or injury to, or death of any child while in our care and inform them of the action taken, as soon as reasonably practicable. 

6.11 Toileting and privacy
We make sure that there are: 
· Enough toilets and hand basins available for the children
· An adequate supply of necessary items such as clean bedding, towels and spare clothes 
· Separate toilet facilities for adult
[bookmark: _Toc213858579][bookmark: _Toc187149559]7.SEND Provision 
[bookmark: _Toc184131273][bookmark: _Toc184131416][bookmark: _Toc184131919][bookmark: _Toc187149560][bookmark: _Toc213858061][bookmark: _Toc213858580]At Hampden Gurney, we are committed to providing an inclusive learning environment where every child, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), can thrive and achieve their full potential. We believe that all children are unique and bring their own strengths and challenges to the learning process.

[bookmark: _Toc184131274][bookmark: _Toc187149561][bookmark: _Toc213858062][bookmark: _Toc213858581]7.1 Identification and Support for SEND
[bookmark: _Toc213858063][bookmark: _Toc213858582]We are committed to the early identification of children with special educational needs and disabilities. Our approach includes close observation and ongoing assessment to recognise any emerging needs as early as possible.
[bookmark: _Toc213858064][bookmark: _Toc213858583]We work in partnership with parents and carers to develop Individual Education Plans (IEPs) that outline clear, achievable targets tailored to each child’s needs. Targeted support strategies are implemented within the setting to promote progress and inclusion.
[bookmark: _Toc213858065][bookmark: _Toc213858584]Where additional expertise is required, we will seek specialist support—such as speech and language therapy or educational psychology—with the consent and involvement of parents. This collaborative approach ensures that every child receives the right support at the right time, enabling them to thrive in their learning and development.
[bookmark: _Toc213858066][bookmark: _Toc213858585]We also train our staff in interventions and schemes designed to provide targeted support, ensuring they have the skills and confidence to implement effective strategies for children with SEND.

[bookmark: _Toc187149563]7.2 Inclusive Environment
Our school is dedicated to creating an environment where all children, regardless of their needs, feel valued and supported. We provide:
· Adapted resources and equipment: To support children with specific learning or physical needs.
· Individualised support: Tailored to each child's learning style and needs.
· Staff Training: Our staff receive regular training to ensure they are equipped with the skills and knowledge to support children with SEND effectively.
[bookmark: _Toc187149564][bookmark: _Toc213858586]8.Collaboration with Parents and Carers
[bookmark: _Toc184131278][bookmark: _Toc184131421][bookmark: _Toc184131924][bookmark: _Toc187149565][bookmark: _Toc213858068][bookmark: _Toc213858587]We believe that effective communication and collaboration with parents and carers are crucial for supporting children with SEND. We regularly update parents on their child’s progress and involve them in decision-making processes regarding the support and strategies being used. We also encourage parents to share their insights and concerns to ensure we provide the best possible support.
At Hampden Gurney, we are committed to fostering an inclusive and supportive environment where every child, regardless of their needs, has the opportunity to succeed and reach their full potential.
[bookmark: _Toc187149566][bookmark: _Toc213858069][bookmark: _Toc213858588]8.1 Transitions 
We aim to ensure a smooth transition into Nursery, Reception, and beyond, supporting both children and families.
Key Transition Support Measures:
· Home Visits for Nursery: Staff visit each child’s home before starting Nursery to build trust and gather insights into their needs, interests, and routines.
· Staggered Start for Nursery: Nursery children begin with a phased start in September, ensuring a gradual adjustment to their new environment.
· Reception Playdate: Children joining Reception, who haven’t attended Nursery, have a playdate to meet teachers, explore the classroom, and ease anxieties.
· Parent Collaboration: Parents share key information about their child’s needs and complete the "All About Me" booklet to help tailor our approach.
8.2 Transition Process
· Introductory Sessions: Help children and parents adjust to their new year group with a clear understanding of routines and expectations.
· Class Swap Day: Children meet their new teacher and explore the classroom in July.
· Transition Meetings: Parents and staff discuss the child's progress and next steps, ensuring alignment in supporting their development.
For smooth transitions, we ensure continuity of learning through close collaboration between staff and a focus on individual needs.
[bookmark: _Toc187149567][bookmark: _Toc213858070][bookmark: _Toc213858589]
8.3 Admissions
[bookmark: _Toc184131281][bookmark: _Toc184131424][bookmark: _Toc184131927][bookmark: _Toc187149568][bookmark: _Toc213858071][bookmark: _Toc213858590]At Hampden Gurney, we admit a maximum of 30 children into the Reception Year each academic year. For the 2025-2026 academic year, children born between 1st September 2020 and 31st August 2021 are eligible to apply. The admission process involves completing the Local Authority application form, and if applying on religious grounds, a supplementary form is also required.

[bookmark: _Toc187149569][bookmark: _Toc213858072][bookmark: _Toc213858591]8.5 Parent Engagement and Communication
[bookmark: _Toc184131283][bookmark: _Toc184131426][bookmark: _Toc184131929][bookmark: _Toc187149570][bookmark: _Toc213858073][bookmark: _Toc213858592]We believe that effective communication between parents and teachers is key to ensuring children’s success and well-being. We engage with parents through a variety of methods to ensure they are informed and involved in their child’s learning journey:
· Home Visits for Nursery Children and Playdates for New Reception Children
These initial interactions provide an opportunity for teachers to meet children and their families in a familiar setting, building trust and understanding from the start. Playdates for Reception children help ease the transition to school, offering an opportunity to familiarise children with the environment before they start.
· Two Meetings Per Year to Discuss Progress
We hold two formal meetings with parents each year to discuss their child’s progress, address any concerns, and share insights. These meetings provide an opportunity for parents and teachers to work together to ensure the child’s individual needs are being met.
· Workshops and Events Throughout the Year
We organise various workshops and events, such as subject-focused workshops, specialist workshops, fundraising days, and family celebrations, that promote family engagement and provide opportunities for parents to participate in the school community. These events help strengthen the partnership between home and school and allow families to become more involved in their child’s learning.
· Parent-Teacher Communication
We maintain open communication channels with parents through regular updates, emails, and informal conversations. Parents are always welcome to share insights about their child’s learning and experiences outside school, helping teachers gain a fuller understanding of the child’s development.
8.6 Formal Communication and Reports
We provide parents with regular, formal updates on their child’s progress:
· Individual Parent-Teacher Education (IPE) Meetings
In addition to our two parents' evenings per year, we offer IPE meetings where teachers and parents can have focused discussions about the child’s progress, development, and any specific areas of concern or achievement.
· Mid-Year Reports and Summative End-of-Year Report
Parents receive detailed mid-year reports and summative end-of-year reports that highlight key milestones in their child’s learning and development. These reports are designed to provide clear, constructive feedback on progress.
· Baseline Assessment Report
Parents of children in Reception will receive a baseline assessment report that provides an overview of their child’s starting points in key areas such as language, communication, literacy, and mathematics. This helps parents understand where their child is in their learning journey and track their progress over time.
8.7 Collaborative Approach to Learning
We actively encourage parents to contribute to their child’s learning experience both at school and at home. By providing insights into their child’s experiences outside of school, parents help us build a well-rounded picture of the child’s development. In addition, we invite parents to support the classroom environment in meaningful ways:
· Accompanying Children on School Trips
Parents are welcome to accompany their child’s class on school trips, providing additional support and ensuring that all children can participate fully in these valuable learning experiences.
· Organising Creative Activities in Class
Parents are also invited to organise or support creative activities in the classroom. Whether it’s leading an art project, reading a story, or contributing to a special class event, these opportunities allow parents to be an active part of their child’s school life.
By working together, we create a community where every child feels supported and valued. At Hampden Gurney, we believe that this partnership helps foster a positive, enriching environment where children can thrive, both academically and personally.
[bookmark: _Toc187149571][bookmark: _Toc213858593]Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc184131931][bookmark: _Toc187149572][bookmark: _Toc213858075][bookmark: _Toc213858594]Hampden Gurney C.E. Primary School is committed to providing the highest quality Early Years education. We aim to create an environment where children are encouraged to explore, learn, and grow. By focusing on a strong partnership with parents, providing rich learning opportunities, and ensuring the welfare and safety of every child, we lay the foundation for lifelong learning and success.
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